


make such a sequence feasible (and at
times probable), and critiques existing
plans and perspectives. He concludes,
as the title suggests, that without fun-
damental changes in the way officials
approach crises, and without greater at-
tention to crisis management or preven-
tion, the risk of nuclear war will remain
dangert)usly high.

The book is not flawless. One can
take issue with a number of Lebow's
conclusions. He attributes negligible im-
portance to the role nuclear weapons
played in resolving several postwar crises,
most notably the 1973 Middle East
crisis. This is incorrect insofar as nu-
clear weapons were a deliberately mani-
pulated structural factor used to con-
strain the range of options considered
by the two sides. But this is laigely a
judgmental issue and does not detract
from the tiverall soundness and rele-
vance of Lebow's analysis. One can also
take issue with his recommendation "to
establish an international monitoring
agency to provide real-time surveillance
of both sides' missile fields." It seems
unimaginable that either great power
would pay the slightest attention to such
an organization during a crisis. Far
more profitable would be the establish-
ment of bilateral measures such as the
use of immanned, tampcr-proof remote
sensors, linked by satellite to the two
countries' command centers. A second
proposal deserving attention is the
establishment of dedicated, real-time
communications links between the two
states, as in the recent agreement to es-
tablish nuclear risk-reduction centers.

One also wishes that Lebow had ex-
plored certain additional aspects of
crisis management. For example, he
gives scant and indirect attention to the
potential effects of political pressures in
the United States and factional politics
In the Soviet Union. Also slighted are
the psychological effects of multiple or
sequential crises on decision makers, to
say nothing of such crises' impacts on
the officials' perceptions of their remain-
ing military options. Surprisingly, despite
a statement early in the book that his
personal choice for the most likely cause
of a U.S.-Soviet crisis would involve
weapons in space, Lebow pays relatively
little attention to the potential impact
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of Strategic defenses on the likelihood
and consequences of nuclear crises.

Still, one cannot fault an author too
seriously for not v\TÍting precisely the
book one would rather have personally
written. Nuclear Crisis Management is
an excellent book and an important
contribution to the arms control field.
Building explicitly on the previous lit-
erature, l.ebow not only integrates these
contributions but adds measurably to
the understanding of what arguably is
the most vital subject confronting social
science and all humanity, d

Barry Blechman, president oj Defense
forecasts, a research and analysis enter-
prise in Washington, D.C, was formerly
assistant director of the U.S. Arms Con-
trol and Disarmament Agency. He is the
editor of Preventing Nuclear War: A
Realistic Approach (1985).

Black and Red: W.E.B. Du Bois ^^
and the Afro-American Response
to the Cold War, 1944-1963
by Gerald Home
State University of New York
Press, 1986
457 pages; $16.9.5 paper

reviewed by Michael Simmons

The conventional wisdom of both the
U.S. government and the peace move-
ment is that Afro-Americans are too
busy trying to survive to be concerned
with foreign policy. This view casts
Afro-American foreign policy initiatives
as aberrations from a narrow political
agenda. But Martin Luther King's op-
position to the arms race, the Congres-

sional Black Caucus's alternative bud-
get, and the foreign policy program of
the "Rainbow Coalition," rather than
being notable exceptions, point to a
much deeper history of black involve-
ment with foreign policy—a history that
has been systematicall) misinterpreted
and, perhaps worse, ignored.

Gerald Home's book. Black and Red:
W.E.B. Du Bois and the Afro-American
Response to the Cold War, 1944-1963,
illuminates the connections Afro-Ameri-
cans have long made between their
plight and the plight of peoples abroad.
In Du Bois, one of the most controver-
sial Afro-American leaders of this cen-
tury. Home finds encapsulated the un-
fortunate history of the U.S. establish-
ment's benign neglect of Afro-American
contributions to foreign policy.

Home makes it clear that two virtual-
ly distinct U.S. foreign policy programs
emerged in the crucial postwar years:
one from Du Bois and the Afro-Amer-
ican community and the other from the
US. government. Du Bois, already in his
eighties by 1950, led Afro-Americans in
rejecting the liberal-conservative consen-
sus on containment and the Cold War.
While the Truman administration out-
lined a policy emphasizing the East-West
axis to the exclusion of other issues, Du
Bois struggled to make decolonization
central to U.S. foreign policy. While the
postwar administration saw Soviet com-
munism behind every conflict. Du Bois
ai^ued that international problems were
caused as much by the European colon-
ial legacy and rising U.S. hegemonism
as by Soviet geopolitical intentions.

Du Bois ran for U.S. senator from
New York on the American Labor par-
ty ticket. During a period of rising Mc-
Carthyism his platform included admit-
ting China to the United Nations, ban-
ning atomic weapons, and granting in-
dependence to Puerto Rico. As the edit-
or of Crisis., the official publication of
the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored Pet)ple (NAACP),
Du Bois opened its pages to every inter-
national issue addressed —or intention-
ally ignored —by the U.S. government.
He was particularly interested in Africa,
and as founder of the Pan African Con-
gress Movement he sought t(i link prob-
lems of colonialism with questions of
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international security. Hörne correctly
sees in these efforts the seeds of the non-
aligned movement, which emerged full-
blown at the 1955 Bandung Conference.
The conference, attended by representa-
tives of African and Asian countries, ex-
panded Du Bois's efforts without the
benefit of his presence: he was not al-
lowed to participate because the State
Department had seized his passport.

As Du Bois continued his progressiv-
ism, the U.S. political climate swung
rightward under the influence of the
(.old War prophets. The NAACP, con-
cerned with preserving its respectability
with the administration, reflected this
trend. But because of its past stands, the
organization still attracted much of the
Cold Wir criticism that soon would find
a champion in Joseph Mc(-arthy. Once
again, the Black leadership absorbed the
initial anticommunist salvos, as it did
ill 1920 when the Palmer raids first fo-
cused on attacking A. Philip Randolph.
Du Bois, fired by the NAACP in 1948,
was among the first, and subsequently
forgotten, political casualties of the
McCarthy era.

Yet Du Bois did not temper his views.
During the 1948 elections he refused to
support Harry Truman, although Du
Bois regarded him as the lesser of two
presidential evils. Instead, Du Bois mo-
bilized the Afro-American community
around Progressive candidate Henry
Wallace, despite pressure from the fed-
eral government and many in the peace
movement, including Socialist party
leader Norman Thomas and the pacifist
A.j. Muste, who joined in denouncing
Du Bois as a communist.

But Home is careful not to portray
Du Bois as a headstrting leader prod-
ding a reluctant public. When Du Bois
was indicted in 1951 for being an un-
registered foreign agent, he received sup-
port from a broad section of the Afro-
American community, including leading
Black publications such as the Chicago
Defender, the Afro American, the Pitts-
burgb Courier, and the Philadelphia
Tribune. Black church groups —the Bap-
tist Ministers' Conference of Philadel-
phia, the African Methodist Episcopal
church in New York, and the National
Baptist Voice—along with national sor-
orities and fraternities refused to capitu-

late to the Cold War climate and instead
supported Du Bois. Upon his acquittal
in New York City that same year. Du
Bois gave credit to the mass movement
that galvanized around his trial.

By building an international perspec-
tive on the foundations of the domestic
Afro-American struggle. Du Bois gar-
nered support from a wide variety of
people including Senators J. William
Fulbright and Margaret Chase Smith,
Lena Home, and Joe Louis. Like two of
his political heirs, Jesse Jackson and
Martin Luther King, Jr., Du Bois's refer-
ence point was always the struggle for
Afro-American equality in this country.

Studies of Afro-Americans' historical
involvement with foreign policy have
often been out of touch with political
reality. Red and Black begins to address
this problem. The Afro-American com-
munity's rejection of the current incar-
nation of the liberal-conservative con-
sensus is reflected in overwhelming sup-
port for economic conversion and nu-
clear freeze referendums, opposition to
the invasion of Grenada and the bomb-
ing of Libya, and Jesse Jackson's remark-
able political success. Careful scholar-
ship reveals these trends as historical
continuities rather than as contempora-
ry departures. D

Michael Simmons is the national co-
ordinator of East-West programs for the
American Friends Service Committee in
Philadelphia.

Book notes
Strategic Defenses '
by the Office of Technology Assessment
Princeton University Press, 1986
156 pages; $50.00, $12.50 paper

In September 1985 the Office of Tech-
nology Assessment issued two reports
on strategic defenses: "Ballistic Missile
Defense Technologies" and "Anti-Satel-
lite Weapons, Countermeasures and
Arms Control." Princeton University
Press has combined the two reports in
this volume.

Both reports thoroughly assess vari-
ous facets of these issues: technologies,

feasibility, costs, and implications for
strategy, arms control, relations with
allies, crisis stability, and so forth. The
reports are presented in their entirety, in-
cluding executive summaries of 20 or
30 pages each, and summarize fairly the
pros and cons on each issue.

Among the findings, on ballistic mis-
sile defenses: "Assured survival of the
U.S. population appears impossible to
achieve." "It would be prudent to carry
out [BMD] research in such a way as
to minimize Soviet incentives to decide
to deploy their own BMD beyond the
limits set by the ABM Treaty before the
United States has completed the re-
search necessary to make our decision."

On antisatellite weapons: "The United
States is now more dependent on satel-
lites to perform important military func-
tions than is the Soviet Union." "The
benefits of most ASAT limitations con-
flicT: with the benefits of ASAT exploita-
tions." "Effective ASAT arms control
would likely place significant restric-
tions on the testing and deployment of
future ballistic missile defense systems."

The Neptune
Papers
A series of monographs
providing research and
analysis on the nuclear
arms race at sea—a
consistently neglected
area of international
security.
I. The Nuclear Arms Race at
Sea (October 1987)
II. Nuclear Warships and
Naval Nuclear Weapons: A
Complete Inventory
(December 1987)
III. A Chronology of the Naval
Nuclear Arms Race
1980-1987 (February 1988)
PuDlisheû jointly Oy Greenpeoce and the
Institute tor Policy Studies os part of ttie
Greenpeace Nuclear Free Seas
Compaign.

Eocti paper is avoilable tor S5 To order
send casfi or check mode out to
Greenpeace, Nuclear Free Seos
Compaign, 1611 Connecticut Ave NW,
Washington, DC 20009
(202)462- ! ! 77.
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